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TO  THE  MAYCe,  ALDERI®^  AND  COUNCILLCES 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH. 


I submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  twenty- 
sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
Borough. 


As  an  integral  part  of  this  Report  there  follows  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  those  sections  of  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department  with  vyiiich  he  is  specially  concerned. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS; 


The  Borough  lies  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  Administrative 
County  of  Hampshire  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Avon  and  Stour.  It 
encircles  the  land  locked  basin  of  Christchurch  Harbour  and  extends  to 
the  east  to  include  the  one  time  pop\ilar  seaside  resort  of  Highcliffe, 

The  Borough  has  existed  in  its  present  form  only  since  1932  but  it  is  in 
its  origins  a Saxon  township  going  t^ck  to  the  12th  century  or  beyond. 

Yet  another  change  is  now  to  take  place  under  Local  Government 
Reorganisation  vJien  the  Borough  will  lose  its  Borough  status  and  combine 
with  Burton  and  Hurn  to  form  the  smallest  District  Council  in  New  Dorset. 
It  all  seems  rather  a pity  and  perhaps  a pointless  exercise* 

RAINFALL  FCR  1972:  (at  Sewage  -Disposal  »Vorks,  Stony  Lane) 
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general  STATISTICS; 


Area:  1 , 923  hectares , 

PopulationcRegistrar-General*  3 estimate  for  mid-year  1972:  31,010. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  12,743* 

Rateable  value:  31 .3.72:  £2,089,  153. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:  £19.9<^2.  875. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1972:  (as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General) 

Borough  of  England  and 
Total  Male  F emale  Christchurch  Vilales 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Total 

■ 297 

154 

143 

Legitimate 

275 

142 

133 

Illegitimate 

22 

12 

10 

LLVE  BIRTH  RATE:  (Area  comparability  factor  1 .36) 

per  1,000  population  ...  ...  9*6  14*B 

Local  Adjusted  Rate  ...  ...  13*1 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Rate  to  National 

Rate,  ,88  1,00 

ILLEGITir-mTE  LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  7*0  9*0 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Total  422 

Legitimate  3 1 2 

Illegitimate  1 1 - 

STILL  BIRTIi  RATE: 

per  1,000  total  (live  & still)  births  13*0  12,0 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS:  301 . 
infant  DEATHS: 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

Total  752 

Legitimate  752 

Illegitimate  . _ - - 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total  5 4 1 

Legitimate  5 4 1 

Illegitimate  _ - - 
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Borough  of  England 

Total  Female  Christchurch  and  1/Jales 

DEATHS  (contd.T^ 

Deaths  under  one  week  of  age 

Total  5 4 1 

Legitimate  5 4 1 

Illegitimate  - - - 

INFANT  tOPiTALITY  KATE; 

Deaths  under  one  year 

per  1 ,000  live  births  - Total 
per  1,000  live  births  - Legitimate 
per  1,000  live  births  - Illegitimate 

NEONATAL  mTALITY  RATE: 

Deaths  imder  A weeks 

per  1 ,000  live  births 
EARLY  NEONATAL  IvmTAlITY  RiiTE; 

Deaths  under  one  week 

per  1,000  live  births  17*0  10*0 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE: 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1 ,000  total  (live  & still)  births  30*0  22.0 

PiAlEElNAL  DEATHS;  (including  abortion)  Nil 

MATERNAL  mTALlTY  RATE; 

per  1,000  total  (live  & still)  births  Nil  0*1 5 

DEATHS;  5I3  241  272 

DEATH  RATE;  (Area  comparability  factor  0*59) 

per  1,000  population  16*5  12,1 

Local  Adjusted  Rate  9*7 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Rate  to  National 

Rate.  0.80  1,00 

SPECI/iL  CAUSES; 

Death  rate  per  1 .000  population 

Tuberculosis  - 0.03 

Cancer  (lung  and  bronchus)  0,84  0,65 

Cancer  (all  causes)  3*45  2,43 


24.0  17.0 

25.0  17.0 
21.0 


17.0  12,0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH; 


ilale  Femle 

B 19(1)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal ‘Cavity  etc.  1 - 


B 

19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

1 

- 

B 

19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

10 

4 

B 

19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

3 

4 

B 19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

22 

6 

B 

19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

14 

B 

19(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

6 

B 

19(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

8 

— 

B 

19(10)  Leukaemia 

1 

1 

B 19(11) 

Other  lyilalignant  Neoplasms 

11 

15 

B 

20 

•Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

- 

1 

B 

21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

2 

B 46(1) 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

1 

1 

B. 

.46(3) 

Mental  Disorders 

— 

1 

B 

46(4) 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

1 

- 

B 

46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  Syst^ 

1 

3 

B 

26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

B 

27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

1 

B 

28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

80 

78 

B 

29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

2 

13 

B 

30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

27 

53 

B 

46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

11 

18 

B 

31  ' 

Influenza 

1 

2 

B 

32 

Pneumonia 

15 

21 

B 

33(1) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

9 

1. 

B 

33(2) 

Asthma 

2 

1 

B 

46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

3 

B 

34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

B 

36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

2 

B 

37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

B 

46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

3 

4 

B 

38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

4 

B 

39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

B 

46(9) 

Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System  4 

1 

B 

42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

2 

B 

43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

1 

— 

B 

44 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

— 

BE47 

Motor  'Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

1 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

6 

2 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  _ 

1 

3 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

241 

272 
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COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS; 

(Since  the  District  vjas  formed  in  1932) 


Year 

Population 

Borough 

of  Clirist church 

England  and  V/ales 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D ,R , 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D .R  k 

1932 

11,250 

62.5 

17^0 

11.3 

65 

15.3 

12.0 

1937 

13,540 

45.0 

14.8 

12.5 

58 

14.9 

12,4 

1942 

15,200 

30,0 

17.5 

13.3 

49 

15. S 

1 1 ,6 

1947 

18,180 

30,0 

19.7 

12.8 

41 

20.5 

12,0 

1952 

21 ,290 

21,9 

14.9 

11.0 

27.6 

15.3 

11.3 

1957 

23,790 

9.0 

14.0 

12,9 

23.0 

1 6,1 

1 1 .5 

1962 

26,640 

11.9 

12.6 

15.1 

21 .4 

18,0 

11.9 

1967 

30,270 

24.1 

12,3 

15.7 

18.3 

17,2 

11 .2 

1968 

31,140 

23.0 

12.5 

15.9 

18.0 

16.9 

11.9 

1969 

31 ,760 

11,0 

11.5 

13.9 

18,0 

16.3 

11.9 

1970 

32,010 

13.7 

11.4 

15.7 

18.0 

16.0 

11.7 

1971 

31,040 

3.1 

10,3 

15.3 

18.0 

16,0 

11,6 

1972 

31 ,010 

23.6 

9.6 

16.5 

17.0 

14.8 

12,1 

CEMSUS  1971: 

' The  details  of  the  1971  Census  have  now  been  published,  Hampshire  is 

covered  in  three  volumes  extending  to  some  300  pages  of  closely  packed 
figures.  It  is  possible  to  give  no  more  than  the  briefest  extracts  but  I 
have  reproduced  part  of  Table  3 v\iuch  gives  details  of  ward  populations  now 
and  ten  years  ago,  I have  also  extracted  a number  of  other  details  of 
interest  and  calculated  comparative  percentages. 

Between  1961  and  1972  the  population  increased  by  5>127  from  26,336 
to  31,  463.  This  is  an  increase  of  19*5^o.  In  the  same  period  the 
population  in  the  Administrative  County  (A,C,)  increased  by  31%  and  by 
34*6%  in  the  aggregate  of  M\micipal  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts,  The 
maximum  increase  in  Christchurch  was  in  the  Highcliffe  Ward,  by  3,593  - 
69.2%,  Jumpers  followed  with  an  increase  of  11,2^3, 

7,415  persons  were  shown  to  be  over  the  age  of  65  at  the  time  of  the 
Census  - 23,5%  of  the  population  - a percentage  exceeded  only  one  other 
Borough  in  the  A.C,  - Lymington  with  26,9%.  (Bournemouth  had  25,3%),  This 
compares  with  12,5%  over  65  in  the  A,C, 

46,1%  of  the  population  was  over  50  compared  with  28,2%  in  the  A,C, 

There  were  30  males  and  120  females  over  the  age  of  90, 
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Orily  23,8^  of  the  population  Vyias  under  20  co]i?)ared  with 
32,6%  in  the  A.C, 

The  l£U"gest  age  group  wxs  those  aged  65-69,  closely  foil  owed 
by  those  aged  60-64. 

There  were  1,185  females  to  every  1,000  males,  1,047  in  the 

A.C, 


The  population  density  was  2,57  persons  per  household  - 2,97 
in  the  A.C.  The  comparative  figure  in  1961  was  2,84  persons  per 
household. 


There  were  11,395  housdiolds  living  in  unshared  permanent 
dwellings.  Of  these :- 


10 

195 

190 

205 

10,995 


No  flush  toilet  0,1% 

Outside  flush  toilet  only  1,7^ 

No  hot  water  supply  1,7^ 

No  fixed  bath  or  shower  1 ,8% 

Exclusive  use  of  hot  water,  96.5% 

fixed  bath  and  inside  V\J,C. 


These  figures  show  a marked- improvement  over  the  past  10 

years. 


160  households  were  living  in  caravans  of  whom  55  “ 33.^ 
had  exclusive  use  of  hot  water,  fixed  bath,  and  inside  VV.C, 
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CENSUS  1971. 
(EXTRACT  FROM  TABLE  3) 


NOTIFIABLE  DISlj^ASE; 


Disease 

Nimiber  notified 

Measles 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Infective  Jaundice 

3 

Meningitis 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS; 


Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

-lx- 

M, 

F. 

No,  on  Register  at  31.12,72, 

176 

125 

17 

21 

339 

No,  of  new  notifications , 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Transfers  from  other  areas. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 

— 

•• 

mm 

LUNG  CANCER; 

The  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  decreased  by  2 to  28 
vhich  is  the  average  for  the  past  five  years.  The  average  for  the 
previous  five  v/as  20.7*  243  of  our  citizens  have  died  of  smoker’s 

cancer  in  the  past  ten  years  and  many  more  of  our  smoking  friends 
will  likewise  die  premat\irely  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  national  death  rate  from  lung  cancer  continues  its 
steady  rise,  there  were  903  more  deaths  in  1972  than  the  previous 
year,  rising  to  a total  of  31,649.  This  represents  26^  of  all 
cancer  deattis,  three  times  as  many  deaths  as  the  next  most  common 
cause  - breast  cancer,  and  lung  cancer  is  almost  entirely  self* 
inflicted.  It  is  unbelievable  that  people  can  continue  willingly 
to  subject  themselves  to  this  supremely  unpleasant  form  of  death. 
The  consumption  of  cigarettes  continues  to  rise  though  the  public 
is  well  aware  of  the  danger  and  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  describes 
the  rise  as  "a  major  defeat  for  the  health  of  the  British  people". 
At  the  recent  Royal  Society  of  Health  Congress,  Professor  A,M,  Cook 
described  smoking  as  "burning  incense  to  the  gods  of  unreason", 

GENEIAL  PROVISIONS  CF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA; 

1 , Laboratory  Facilities, 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  a constituent 
laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  situated  within 
Poole  General  Hospital,  and  where  Dr.  VLL.  Hooper  is  Director. 

We  are  constantly  indebted  to  Dr,  Hooper  and  his  staff  for  their 
advice  and  assistance. 
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2,  Hospitals. 


Christchurch  Hospital  - acute  and  chronic. 

The  majority  of  patients  from  the  Borough  requiring  hospital 
treatment  go  to  the  Roj^'a.l  Victoria  Hospital,  Bournanouth. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  treated  at  the  infectious 
diseases  unit  at  Poole  Genaral  Hospital. 

3.  Tuberculosis . 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  Christchurch  Hospital  where  the 
Chest  Physician,  Dr.  A.T,  Hendiy,  holds  a joint  appointment  with 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Co\jnty  Council.  A Health  Visitor 
is  also  in  attendance, 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  TH£  COUNTY  COUNCIL: 

1 * Ambulance  Service. 


The  area  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  from  a main  station  at 
lymington  with  sub-stations  at  Christchurch  and  Ringwaod,  All 
ambulances  are  fitted  with  wireless  and  are  ccntrolled  from  a 
central  control  at  Viiinchester,  to  which  all  requests  for  ambulance 
services  must  be  directed. 

The  Central  Ambulance  Control, 

Queens  Road, 

WINCHESTER, 

Tel:  V\finchester  61644. 

Emergency  999  calls  are  routed  direct  to  caitral  control, 

2,  Nursing  Service. 

Area  Nursing  Officer:  Mss  J,E.  Jenner,  Appletree  Court,  Lyndhurst, 

Details  of  Nurses  and  their  areas :- 


District  served 

Name  and  address 

Service 

Attached  to  Drs,  Kay,  Pearce 
and  Elphick  also  Drs,  McLeish 
and  Hickish. 

Miss  A,  Newbury, 

9,  Drummond  Road, 
Boscombe, 

Bournemouth, 

Tel; Bournemouth  39177 

DISTRICT 

MIDVOTE 

NURSE/ 

Attached  to  Drs,  Cant  lie  and 
Pickering  and  Drs,  Iloore,  Freeth 
and  Hutchinson  and  unattached. 

i'-Irs.  P.M.  Dinsley, 

25,  Stanpit, 
Christchurch, 

Tel: Christchurch  6204 

DISTRICT 

MDi/OPE 

NURSE 

Attached  to  Drs,  Carr,  V\/yatt 
and  Scott->Jupp 

I’irs,  Q.  Boothby, 

46,  Hunt  Road, 
Somerford, 

Christchurch, 

Tel: Christchurch  509I 

DISTRICT 

FfllV/IFE 

NURSE/ 
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District  served 

Name  and  address 

Service 

Attached  to  Drs,  Deane,  Druitt 
and  Lawrence 

IVbrs,  L,  Orme,  ■ 

24,  Byron  Road, 
Barton-on-Sea, 

New  I'lilton. 

Tel:  New  Milton  61430? 

DISTRICT  NURSE/ 
NUDVILFE 

Attached  to  Drs,  Falkner  Lee, 
Brooks,  Harcourt  ifJebster  and 
Gilbertson, 

i%s,  I,  Sherwood, 

2,  Bracken  Way, 
Highcliffe, 

Christchurch, 

Tel: Highcliffe  3282 

DISTRICT  NURSE/ 
I^UDWIFE 

Mrs,  S,M,  Wat ton 

39,  Vicarage  Road, 

Moor  down, 

Bournemouth, 

Tel: Bournemouth  54362 

SEN 

I-'irs,  VJ’.B,  Baldwin, 

595  Charminster  Road, 
Bournemouth, 

Tel: 

SEN 

Mrs,  A,  Vaughan, 

12,  Gordon  Way, 

Burton, 

Christchurch, 

Tel: Christchurch  3776 

DISmiCT  NURSE/ 
MIDWIFE  (60^) 

Attached  to  Drs.  Falkner  Lee, 
Brocks,  Harcourt  Webster  and 
Gilbertson, 

Miss  I,K,  Webb, 

280  Lymington  Road, 
Highcliffe, 

Christchurch, 

Tel: Highcliffe  2061 

DISTRICT  NURSE/ 
MIDWIFE  AND 
HEALTH  VISITOR 

Attached  to  Drs,  Carr,  1/fyatt 
and  Scott  Jupp. 

iliss  D.  Hayes, 

61  Baring  Road, 
Southbourne , 

Bournemouth. 
Tel:Boumemouth  47334 

HEALTH  VISITOR 

Attached  to  Drs,  Deane,  Druitt 
and  Lawrence,  Drs,  Moore, 
Freeth  and  Hutchinson  in 
Christchurch  area 

rlrs,  C,S,  Brix^, 

35,  Woodlinken  Close, 
VerwDod, 

Dorset, 

Tel:Verwood  2739 

HEALTH  VISITOR 

Attached  to  Drs,  Kay,  Pearce 
and  Elphick, 

Miss  K,  Sheldon, 

97,  The  Grove, 
Christchurch. 

Tel: Christchurch  6260 

HEiilTH  VISITOR 
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Service 


District  served 


Name  and  address 


Attached  to  Drs«  Cant  lie  and  Mrs,  E,  Stone, 
Pickering,  Chest  Clinic  H,V,  17>  Springfield  Avenue ^ 

Christchurch. 

Tel: Christchurch  3269 


Attached  to  Drs,  Falkner  Lee, 
Brooks,  Harcourt  Webster  and 
Gilbertson, 


Mrs,  J.  Cooper, 

73,  Smugglers  Lane, 
High cliff e, 
Christchurch, 


Tel:Highcliffe  3531 


Attached  to  Drs,  McLeish  and  i'''Jrs.  M,  Monk, 

Hickish  and  unattached,  6,  Hadden  Road, 

Queens  Park, 
Bournemouth, 

Tel: Bournemouth  35^00 


HEALTH  VISITOR 


HEALTH  VISITOR 


P/T  HEALTH 
VISITCR 


3,  Home  Help  Service. 

Now  under  Social  Services  Department , 

Home  Help  Organiser:-  Mrs,  S,  Adams, 

Druitt  Buildings, 
Christchurch, 

Tel; Christ church  36S6 


4.  Child  Health  Clinics, 
Clinic 

Christchurch 


Somerford 


Highcliffe 


Place 

County  Council 
Health  Clinic 
Millhams  Street 

Social  Centre, 
Southey  Road 

St,  Mark’s  New 
Church  Hall 


5.  School  Health  Service, 


Time 


Every  Tuesday 
10  a,m,  and  2 p,m. 


Evesry  Wednesday 
at  2,30  p.m. 

First  Friday  in 
month  at  2,30  p.m. 


School  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  periodically  by 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors, 

Dental  and  special  clinics  are  held  at  the  MLllhams  Street 
Health  Clinic, 
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6»  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  Whooping  Cough.  Tetanus  and 

PoliomyeLi.bis . 

Treatment  is  carried  out  by  family  doctors  and  at  Child  Health 
Clinics  and  Schools,  The  organisation  and  recording  of  most  of  the 
pi'imaiy  immunisation  is  undertaken  by  the  County  computer.  Consents 
having  been  obtained,  the  computer  selects  children  due  for  immunisation 
at  the  appropriate  time  and  prints  invitation  cards  and  doctors'  lists. 
Repeat  invitations  are  issiied  for  missed  appointments.  Completed 
records  are  fed  into  the  computer  yhere  they  are  stored  for  reference 
vi).en  required.  There  is  evidence  that  the  specific  computer  invitations 
are  having  a good  effect. 

Booster  doses  at  school  entry  have  up  to  the  present  largely  been 
organised,  and  a high  proportion  carried  out,  by  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  The  computer  now  issues  invitations  for  these  doses  prior 
to  school  entry  and  eventually  it  may  be  possible  to  stop  new  entry 
sessions  in  schools.  The  numbers  are  already  decreasing. 

Booster  doses  against  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  are  now  offered 
to  school  leavers. 


Type  of 
Vaccine 

CD 

Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1 969 

1 968-65 

DIPHTHERIA 
mOOFU'G  COUCH 
MID  TETAHUS 

Primary 

2 

241 

77 

4 

2 

- 

326 

Re~inforcing 

•* 

2 

2 

36 

7 

47 

DIPHTHERIA 

TETAHUS 

Primary 

6 

1 

4 

3 

U 

Re-inforcing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

291 

19 

310 

TETANUS 

Primary 

I 9 

9 

Re-inforcing 

— 

— 

— 

-* 

202 

202 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Primary 

2 

247 

80 

4 

12 

345 

Re-inforcing 

— 

•• 

2 

2 

331 

208 

543 

i 
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7*  SmaTlpox  Vaccination, 


FoUov/ing  the  cessation  of  routine  infant  vaccination  last  year 
there  has  already  been  a sharp  reduction  in  the  figures. 


Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968  - 65 

iOXrcLX 

Primary 

2 

3 

8 

12 

25 

R e-Vac  cinr.t  ions 

L 

1 

34 

35 

8 , Measles  Vaccination, 


Measles  vaccaiiation  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  a reasonably 
satisfactory  level  and  if  this  is  maintained  major  outbreaks  of  the 
disease  should  no  longer  occur. 


Year 

of  Birth 

Others 

Total 

1 972  1 ’ 971 

1970 

1969 

1968  - 65 

unuer 

16 

- 

197 

130 

23 

79 

3 

432 

9,  RubeU-a  (German  Measles)  Vaccination, 

Rubella  vaccination  is  now  being  offered  to  first  year  girls  in 
Secondary  Schools, 

192  girls  under  16  received  Rubella  Vaccine  during  the  year, 

mmi: 


Christchurch  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  VJest  Hampshire  V/ater 
Canpany  v\hose  offices  and  main  works  are  situated  within  the  Borough, 

The  Company  supplies,  in  addition,  part  of  Bournemouth,  the  vhole  of 
the  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  and  the  Borough  of 
Lyraington,  part  of  VJiltshire  and  part  of  the  New  Forest  Rural  District, 
Partially  treated  water  in  bulk  is  also  p\miped  to  the  oil  refinery  at 
Fawley, 

The  main  source  of  supply  is  from  the  River  Avon  at  Christchurch 
vhere  the  water  is  treated  by  slow  sand  filtration  and  super  chlorination. 
In  addition  the  Company  has  a source  of  supply  from  deep  boreholes  in 
the  chalk  at  Hale  Park,  some  I6  miles  north  of  Christchurch  near  the 
i/dlt shire  border.  The  Company  has  recently  taken  over  the  Lymington 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  wLth  its  shallow  wells  at  Ampress. 
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Raw  and  treated  waters  are  examined  daily  at  the  Company’s 
own  water  testing  laboratory  viiich  is  in  charge  of  a qualified  chemist 
and  bacteriologist.  In  addition,  periodic  independent  samples  are 
sent  to  an  outside  laboratory. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  consumer  is  constant,  of  moderate 
hardness,  free  from  plumbo  solvent  action,  and  entirely  free  from 
metals. 

The  Company’s  records  show  12,753  separately  assessed  domestic 
dwellings  to  be  supplied  from  their  mains  in  Christchurch,  No 
standpipes  are  in  use, 

A typical  result  of  an  examination  of  the  treated  water  is 
shewn  below; - 


THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  lABQlATQRIES 

ANALTSIS  OF  A SAMPIE  OF  IvATER  received  26. 9,72  from 
VffiET  HAMPSHIRE  WATER  COI''rPANY 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  fflLLIGRAJ^l^iES  PER  LITRE  (pm) 


Appearance:  Bright  with  a 
Colour  (Hazen);  5» 
pH:  7.9. 

Electrical  Conductivity: 
Chlorine  in  Chloride: 
Hardness  as  Ca  CO 3;  Total 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrate: 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen: 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen: 

Zinc: 


few  particles.  Turbidity ( A, P,H. A, units ) : Less  than  1, 

Odour:  Nil, 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  5, 

430,  Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°C:  290, 

21.  Alkalinity  as  Ca  C03:  195. 

235.  Carbonate:  195.  Non-carbonate:  40. 

4,7.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrite:  Approx.  0,01, 

0,03  Permanganate  Value:  0.40, 

0,05  "'Residual  Chlorine:  0,08. 

0.06 


Metals:  Iron, copper,  lead,  manganese:  Absent, 


Fluoride:  absent. 


Number  of  colonies 
developing  on  agar 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  F^ULIS; 


( 


( 1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37^0  3 days  at  20-22°C 

2 per  ml  7 per  ml 

Absent  from  Most  probable  number 


( 2 per  ml 

Present  in 


Presumptive  coliform 
reaction 

E,  coli. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction 


...  ml 
,..  ml 
...  ml 


100  ml  0 per  100  ml 

100  ml  0 per  100  ml 

100  ml 


This  sanple  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals 
apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  zinc.  The  water  is  hard  in  character 
but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents 
in  solution  are  not  excessive.  The  water  is  of  a high  standard  of 
organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  v^olesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses. 
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SEWERAGE: 


The  Mudeford  Drainage  Scheme  v^as  finally  brought  into  full 
action  in  April  and  has  been  vvorking  satisfactorily  since.  There 
are  now  no  major  schemes  contemplated  in  the  Borough, 

The  Sewage  Works  have  continued  to  perform  satisfactorily. 

The  Department  now  has  its  own  tanker  cxiuipment  and  sludge  disposal 
on  farm  land  has  continued,  though  the  area  in  which  disposal  is 
effected  has  had  to  be  extended  up  to  a circumference  of  some  five 
miles  from  the  Works, 

HOUSING  I 

354  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  274  in  the  previous  year.  No  Council  Houses  were  built* 

22  demolitions  were  carried  out. 

The  following  details  relating  to  housing  accommodation  and 
the  current  waiting  list  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing 
Officer,  ^Jrs,  A,]\i,  Hermon, 

Families  housed  in  Council  accommodation;  2S, 

There  were  273  applicants  on  the  housing  list,  made  up  as 
foUows:- 

Demolitions  ' 1 3 

GENEP^L  HQUSIlNiG  LIST  227 

(includes  4^  servicemen, 
and  applicants  in  tied 
accommodation) 

Old  People* s Dwellingfl 

Strete  Mount  1 6 

Gordon  Pfount  S 

Sydney  and 
Rutland  Roads  9 

APPLICmS  ON  HOUSING  LIST 

12^  12^  1222  1221  1222 

351  331  243  198  273 

NATIQML  /iSSISTAIiiCE  ACT.  19A8;  SECTION  A7: 

One  old  lady  had  to  be  compulsorily  admitted  to  hospital 
under  those  provisions.  She  was  living  alone  under  squalid 
circumstances  and  had  rejected  all  offers  of  assistance.  There 
was  an  acute  risk  of  Hypothermia, 
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GENERi^L  REi^ii-iRKS: 


The  health  of  the  Borough  was  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was  exceedingly  low. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  decreased  by  30  to 
30,010,  After  a period  of  rapid  growth  in  the  20  post  war  years 
the  figures  vrould  seem  to  indicate  that  the  population  has  reciained 
fairly  static  for  the  past  five.  There  has  been  a steady  excess  of 
deaths  over  births,  and  the  population  has  been  maintained  by 
immigration,  probably  mainly  of  retired  persons.  In  this  past  year 
deaths  exceeded  births  by  216, 

The  birth  rate  fell  for  the  fourth  successive  year  and  was 
again  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough,  The  adjusted  rate 
was  well  below  the  national  average. 

After  last  year’s  abnormally  low  infant  mortality  rate  there 
was  a sharp  rise  this  year  vdiich  is  however  of  no  statistical 
significance.  Fluctuations  of  this  kind  are  characteristic  of 
small  populations. 

The  death  rate  showed  an  increase  which  appears  to  be  part  of 
a rising  trend,  and  is  in  fact  the  highest  death  rate  in  the  Borough 
since  it  took  its  present  form  in  1932,  Only  20%  of  the  deaths  were 
in  persons  under  the  age  of  65,  and  49%  were  over  75*  This  all 
indicates  a population  with  a marked  age  imbalance. 

The  Mudeford  Sewerage  Scheme  was  completed  and  is  operating 
satisfactorily, 

sincere  thanks  are  due  to  colleagues  in  other  departments 
for  their  advice  and  assistance,  and  above  all  to  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  co-operation  at  all  times. 


D.J.N.  hcNAB 


JDIME,  1973, 


MEDICAL  OFFICIiE  OF  HEALTH. 
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BOROUGH  OF  CHRI  STCHURCH 


REPORT 
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CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR  THE  TEAR 
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TO  ™ MAYOR.  ALDERMEN.  COUNCILLORS  OP  THE  BOROU&H  OF  CHRISTCHURCH 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  eighth  Annual  Report 
covering  the  work  of  the  department  during  the  year  ending  3'lst  December 


1972. 


Last  year  I reported  that  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  had  been  authorised,  and  within  a short  time  the  new 
Inspector  took  up  his  duties.  General  reorganisation  of  the  Department 
has  been  completed  and  has  proved  to  be  very  successful.  The 
co-®peration  I have  received  from  the  staff  during  the  period  of 
reorganisation  was  quite  remarkable. 

The  appointment  of  the  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
reorganisation  has  considerably  increased  the  effectiveness  of  the 
Department,  and  am  pleased  to  say  that  I am  more  satisfied  with  the 
work  of  all  sections  of  the  Department  than  I have  been  since  my 
appointment  in  1965* 

The  Housing  Section  of  the  Town  Clerk  *s  Department  has  moved 
into  Stour  Cottage,  and  the  clerical  support  for  that  section  is 
being  provided  by  the  Office  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  v/hole  operation  v^as  carried  out  without  a hitch,  and  the  superb 
co-ordination  and  co-operation  betv/een  the  two  is  a credit  to  all 
those  concerned. 

HOUSING 


The  1969  Housing  Act  which  deals  with  Rent  Regulation  of  the 
Private  Sector  and  Improvement  Grant  administration,  once  again 
occupied  a significant  proportion  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector^ 
time,  necessitating  over  twelve  hundred  visits.  Application  for 
Qualification  Certificates  fell  off  somewhat,  but  this  was  offset  by 
a further  rise  of  in  Grant  Applications. 

The  Purewell  General  Improvement  Area  was  declared  in  January, 
and  was  followed  by  two  very  well  attended  Public  Meetings,  Street 
representatives  were  elected  and  the  Council's  proposals  for 
environmental  improvements  Y/ere  displayed  in  the  area.  It  is  planned 
to  open  a show  house  in  1973  to  illustrate  the  ains  of  the  Improvement 
Grant  s scheme . 

The  peak  house  prices  this  year  slowed  down  the  turnover  of 
houses  in  the  Private  Sector,  particularly  in  the  lov/er  price  range. 
This  brought  increased  pressure  onto  the  Council  House  Waiting  List, 
at  a time  when  no  new  houses  v/ere  being  built.  The  housing  turnover 
cycle  was  completed  when  the  rate  of  council  house  vacation  slumped 
to  an  all  time  lov;  during  this  period.  This,  of  cours«,  is  typical 
of  Y/hat  is  occurring  nationally,  Hov/ever,  in  Christchurch  the  trend 
was  further  complicated  by  two  important  factors:— 
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(1)  The  influx  of  retired  persons  with  available  finance 
during  a period  of  housing  shortage. 

(2)  The  growing  number  of  non-residents  who  seek  second 
homes  in  the  borough. 

The  net  result  of  these  influences  were  an  erosion  of  the  housing  stock 
in  the  lower  price  range,  available  to  young  married  couples  and  lower 
income  groups  and  a greater  demand  on  a dwindling  supply  of  rented 
accommodation.  This  kind  of  erosion  tends  to  be  permanent  since  money 
is  spent  on  improving  the  newly  acquired  houses,  thus  lifting  them  out 
of  the  lower  price  range,  even  during  times  of  low  housing  pressure. 

If  this  process  continues  a serious  imbalance  is  inevitable,  and  young 
married  couples  will  be  forced  to  find  accommodation  outside  the 
borough,  thereby  altering  the  age  distribution  of  the  tovm's  population. 
Because  nf  these  factors  slum  clearance  work  was  virtually  halted  v/ith 
only  one  Demolition  Order  being  served. 


Improvement  G-rant  applications  ,,  47 

Standard  Orant  applications  .,  ..  ..  7 

Qualification  Certificate  applications 

(improvement  cases)  20 

Qualification  Certificate  applications 

(Existing  amenities)  ,.  ..  ..  ..  21 

No.  of  Houses  repaired  ..  •.  ••  ••  79 

No,  of  Houses  demolished  ,.  ..  «.  ••  ••  ••  ••  6 


INSPECTION  OP  POOD  PREMISES 


The  inspection  of  food  premises  is  a major  part  of  the  inspectors* 
v/ork  and  every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  all  the  various  food  premises 
in  the  Borough  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year,  the  number  of  visits 
has  increased  considerably. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

All  the  inspectors  are  qualified  meat  and  food  inspectors  and 
food  of  all  descriptions  is  inspected  at  the  request  of  any  traders 
in  the  area.  Any  shopkeeper  who  is  doubtful  about  the  fitness  of  any 
food  can  contact  the  department.  The  food  will  be  inspected  and  he 
will  be  advised  accordingly.  Should  the  food  prove  to  be  unsound  it 
is  taken  away  and  disposed  of  in  the  refuse  tip  under  the  supervision 
of  the  inspector. 

The  follov/ing  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  through 
voluntary  surrender. 


Meat  ,,  «.  ..  ••  *•  ••  ••  ••  948'2  lbs. 

Mixed  Tins  Fruit,  Pish  and  Vegetables  995  tins 

Canned  Meats  73  tins 

Other  Poods  ..  ..  ••  ••  47  jars 

272  pkts. 

Fruit  (Fresh) ^ 33  punnets. 

Frozen  Poods  due  to  breakdown  in  refrigeration  ..  ..  3282  pkts* 

48  lbs. 

3 gals, 

19  tins 

Sweets  and  Confectionery ••  ••  ••  4 pkts. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  INVESTIG-ATIONS 


Article 
of  Food 


Margarine 


Skinless 

Sausage 


Tin  of 
Strawberries 

Apple  Pie 

Chicken  and 
Mushroom  Pie 


Meringue 


Boiled  Ham 


Nature  of 
Complaint 


Globule  of  black  substance 
in  body  of  margarine 


Mould 


Chewing  Gum  (used) 


Wood  Splinters 


Small  fly  in  substance 


Pieces  of  paper  in 
cream  filling 


’Wet ’ appearance, 
strong  odour 


Action  Taken 


Taken  up  with  manufacturers. 
Insufficient  evidence  for 
prosecution.  Manufacturers 
warned  by  letter. 

Investigations  revealed 
manufacturers  would  not 
disclose  code  to  shop- 
keeper, Manufacturers 
stated  that  the  coding 
system  was  being  revised 
and  that  the  shopkeeper 
would  then  be  informed 
of  the  Code, 

Manufacturers  prosecuted. 
Pined  £10  with  £10  costs. 

Manufacturers  were 
contacted.  Additional 
check  point  on  apple 
preparation  function 
instituted. 

Examination  revealed  that 
the  ’fly'  was  a small 
piece  of  fibrous  material, 
possibly  a piece  of 
mushroom.  No  further  action. 

Manufacturers  contacted, 
pieces  of  paper  were  from 
inside  of  a Savoy  Bag  used 
for  the  piping  of  cream 
into  the  cakes.  Manu- 
facturers were  prosecuted. 
Pined  £10  with  advocates 
fees  £5. 

Shop  visited,  ham  boiling 
process  carried  out 
satisfactorily.  Boiled 
ham  found  to  be  fit  for 
human  consumption. 
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Article 
of  Food 


Nature  of 
Complaint 


Action  Taken 


Meat 


Milk 


Meat  Paste 


Tin  of 
Ccrned  Beef 


Apple  Pie 


Chocolate 

Sponge 


Putrefaction 


Rust  marks  on 
inside  of  bottle 


Mould 


Tinny  and  bitter 
taste 


Code  mark  out  of 
date 


Mould 


Complainant  kept  meat  in 
plastic  wrapper  for  6^ 
hours  then  left  it  on  a 
plate  on  v/indov/  ledge 
overnight.  Evidence 
inconclusive.  No  further 
action. 

Dairy  supplier  contacted. 
When  bottle  was  broken  no 
marks  could  be  seen  on  the 
inside.  No  further  action. 

Investigations  were  carried 
out  at  shop,  wholesalers 
and  manufacturers. 

Chemical  analysis  revealed 
suggested  mould  to  be 
particles  of  fat  which  had 
separated  fhom  the  bulk  of 
the  paste.  No  further 
action. 

Examination  revealed  a 
smell  similar  to  engine 
oil.  The  manufacturers 
stated  that  during  the 
lacquering  process  a can 
v/ith  defective  sealing 
could  have  absorbed  some 
varnish.  Process  dis- 
continued and  alternative 
process  adopted. 

The  manufacturers 
prosecuted.  Fined  £5, 
advocates  fees  £5* 

An  examination  revealed 
small  amount  of  mould  on 
surface  but  no  evidence  of 
mould  on  the  cake  could  be 
found.  Verbal  warning  to 
retailer  re  stock  rotation. 
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Article 
of  Food 


Nature  of 
Complaint 


Action  Taken 


Cheese  Mould 


Tin  of  Large  Maggot 

Tomatoes 


Cornish 

Small  stones  in 

Pasty 

substance  of  pastiy 

Rye 

Mould 

Bread 

Strawberries 

Decay 

Sand  Cake 

Mouse  droppings 

Crumpets  Mould 


Mould  was  noted  on  the 
overwrap  of  the  cheese 
but  not  in  contact  with 
the  cheese  itself.  The 
cheese  had  been  stored 
on  a kitchen  ledge  in  a 
v/arm  room  overnight. 

Evidence  inconclusive. 

No  further  action. 

Matter  taken  up  with 
distributors  since 
tomatoes  were  canned  in 
Italy  and  that  they 
would  take  action  to  ensure 
the  canning  process  is 
carried  out  satisfactorily 
in  the  future. 

Manufacturers  prosecuted, 
fined  £20  plus  advocates 
fee  £10. 

Matter  taken  up  with 
retailer  and  distributor. 
Evidence  unsatisfactory. 
Verbal  warning  to  retailer. 

Shop  visited  and  remainder, 
of  strawberries  surrendered. 
Verbal  warning  to  retailer. 

Chemical  analysis  of  the 
cake  revealed  that  the  'Mouse 
Droppings ' were  particles 
of  carbonised  starch. 
Manufacturing  process 
investigated  and  a mixer 
with  a broken  bearing  was 
discovered.  Mixer  repaired 
the  same  week.  Verbal 
warning  to  manufacturer. 

Stock  rotation  procedure  in 
coding  arrangements 
tightened  up.  Staff 
acquainted  with  new  arrange- 
ments. 
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Ajrfcicle 
of  Food 


Nature  of 
Complainant 


Action  Taken 


Herring  Fillets 

Objectional  Smell 

Examination  revealed 

in  Cheddar 

that  odour  from  food 

Cheese  Sauce 

normal.  No  further 
action. 

Chocolate 

Mould 

Proceedings  instituted 

Eclair 

against  manufacturer. 

SAL1PLIN& 

The  sampling  of  food  and  drugs  for  adulteration  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Council,  Their  Chief  Inspector,  llr,  J,S,  Preston,  peirfoms 
these  duties,  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  his  latest  report  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  ended  31 st  March,  1973* 

"During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1973,  seventy-one  samples  were 
procured  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1935,  within  the  Borough  of 
Christchurch,  • " - 


Milk  Samples 

Four  samples  of  milk,  including  two  of  "Channel  Islands"  were 
obtained  and  were  satisfactory,  •- 


Miscellaneous  Samples 

Sixty-seven  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  v/ere  submitted  for 
analysis,  six  being  the  subject  of  adverse  reports,  as  follows 

Butter  - contaminated  with  mould. 


The  article  consisted  of  a half-pound  packet  of  butter  and 
was  submitted  follov/ing  a consumer  complaint  alleging  mould 
contamination.  Inquiries  revealed  the  butter  to  be  old  stock 
and  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  retailers  involved,  A 
fine  of  £3  was  imposed,  with  costs  of  £11. 

Meat  Products  (3  samples)  - deficient  of  meat 


- • These  articles  were  described  as  meat  casseroles  but  in  fact 
contained  substantial  proportions  of  vegetables,'  a more  appropriate 
description  being  meat  and  vegetable  casserole.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  manufacturers  with  a view  to  appropriate  amendment 
of  the  labels. 
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Sausage 

Savouiy 


Rolls  - oontaninated  with  mould 

?l  M H II 


These  samples  also  related  to  a consumer  complaint,  both 
articles  having  been  purchased  at  the  same  time.  They  showed 
slight  signs  of  mould  growth  on  the  surface  of  the  meat  filing 
‘ but  following  investigations  the  matter  was  dealt  with  by  a 
warning,  partly  on  account  of  some  difficulty  as  to  the  evidence 
of  purchase,'* 


MILK  SUPPLY 


There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  retailing  Ultra 
Heat  Treated  Jlilk  and  Sterilised  Milk,  The  number  of  retailers 
licensed  to  sell  untreated  Milk  remains  the  same,  but  none  in  fact 
actually  sell  milk  tlmt  is  "Untreated", 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  borough  is  bottled  at  establishments 
outside  the  dis|trict. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  dairies  and  persons 
registered  as  distributors,  and  the  number  and  types  of  licenses 

in  foroo:.- 


Number  of  Distributors  of  Millc  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  73 

Number  of  Daires  on  Register  ,,  .,  3 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the 

designation  Untreated  Milk  6 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the 

designation  Pasteurised  Milk  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  63 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the 

designation  Sterilised  Milk  25 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the 

designation  Ultra  Heat  Treated  IitLlk  14 


ICE  CREAM 


The  Department  has  obtained  regular  samples  of  Ice  Cream  and 
I am  plep.sed  to  report  that  these  were  of  a very  high  standard, 
Grades  1 and  2 are  considered  to  be  good. 


60  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  the 
results  being  as  follov/s:- 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


..  43 

,,  10 

4 

.,  1 
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DRAINAG-E 


The  number  of  properties  not  drained  to  sewers,  and  the 
facilities  available  are:- 


Draining  to  Septic  Tanks  92 

Draining  to  Cesspools  ,,  ,,  ' 42 

Bucket  Latrines  ,,  ,,  -14 

Draining  Others  ,,  ,,  2 


MOVEABLE  DWELLING-S 

The  Borough  has  29  licensed  sites,  containing  a total  of 
1,131  caravans.  There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
inspections  to  caravan  sites,  and  as  a result  an  improvement  in 
standards.  This  part  of  our  work  should  now  receive  its  fair  share 
of  attention, 

OFFiCE^  SHOPS  AM)  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  inspections  carried 
out  under  this  heading.  The  number  of  premises  has  again  increased, 
there  has  been  a,  small  decrease  in  staff. 

The  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as 
follows: - 


Offices  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  126 

Detail  Shops  ,,  279 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  7 

Catering  Establishments  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  50 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  .,  ,,  ,,  ,.  ,,  2 

Class  of  Workplace  and  the  number  of  persons  employed; - 

Offices  607 

Retail  Shops  839 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  ,,  .,  92 

Catering  Establishments  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,.  ,,  310 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ,,  ,,  ,,  5 


A total  of  1,873  of  which  1,073  ai’c  females, 

mimim  pools 

This  department  has  increased  its  control  over  Swimming  Pools 
by  more  frequent  sampling  and  testing.  Creator  emphasis  is  now  being 
placed  on  testing  the  pools  on  the  spot  and  checking  for  break-point 
chlorination.  If  break-point  chlorination  is  maintained,  then  the 
pools  should  be  bacteriologically  sound.  It  is  intended  to  continue 
taking  bacteriological  samples  as  in  the  past  but  there  will  be  no 
need  to  take  then  so  frequently.  All  swimming  pools  and  paddling  pools 
within  the  borough  have  been  maintained  to  a high  standard  during  the  3* ear. 

The  Quomps  Paddling  Pool,  with  its  new  chlorination  and  filtration 
plant,  and  other  improvements,  is  now  easier  to  control  and  is  of  a very 
high  standard. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


(a)  Refuse  Collection 


The  weekly  colleotion  service  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year  and  delays  have  been  minimal.  The  work  study  bonus  scheme  has 
not  been  implemented,  because  the  men  have  refused  to  operate  it.  The 
refuse  collection  servi-ce  is  working  smoothly  and  I believe  that  the 
present  arrangements  are  comparatively  efficient.  The  fact  that  refuse 
collection  in  Christchurch  is  being  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner 
and  that  there  has  been  no  labour  disputes  indicates  that  the  present 
management  policy  is  sound, 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  is  still  being  economically  disposed  of  by  "Controlled 
Tipping"  on  the  land  at  Stanpit  Marsh,  This  is  expected  to  last  out 
until  the  responsibility  for  refuse  disposal  is  taken  over  by  the  new 
Dorset  County  Council,  In  the  meantime,  every  effort  is  still  being 
made  by  the  department  to  find  suitable  alternative  sites, 

( c)  Transport 

The  plating  regulations  have  placed  a heavy  burden  in  the  transpoii: 
section  and  this  department  has  had  to  cope  with  a shortage  of  vehicles. 
The  delivery  of  a new  vehicle  is  being  held  up  because  of  industrial 
disputes  in  the  automotive  products  industries, 

SALVAGE 

Income  from  salvage  for  the  fiscal  year  was  £6, 66k  as  against 
£6,225  the  previous  year.  The  demand  for  waste  paper  has  increased  in 
the  past  months.  We  can,  therefore,  expect  a further  increase  in  income 
for  the  year  1973/74- 

PEST  CONTROL 


Complaints  of  rat  and  mouse  infestation  shovred  an  increase  of  some 
20^  over  the  previous  year’s  figures.  No  definite  pattern  emerged  and 
it  would  appear  that  the  increase  was  due  to  a substantial  clearing  of 
previously  uncleared  ground.  Although  this  entailed  an  appreciable 
increase  of  T/ork,  all  complaints  were  dealt  with  adequately. 

The  feral  pigeon  has  been  held  to  a reasonably  low  population  in 
the  town  centre,  but  difficulty  is  experienced  when  control  is  attempted 
in  the  more  rural  areas  of  the  borough. 

Although  a strain  of  fly,  resistant  to  both  Lindane  and  Malathion, 
was  discovered  on  the  refuse  tip,  it  was  found  that  this  problem  was 
overcome  by  the  use  of  an  alternative  insecticide.  No  problem  of 
resistant  rats  has,  as  yet,  come  to  light  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Christchurch, 

Total  number  of  premises  infested  and  treated  during  the  year,.,  659 

Total  number  of  visits  during  the  year ,3497 
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FACTORIES 


All  the  factories  in  the  area  have  continued  to  receive  attention 
in  order  to  ensure  a satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene,  particularly  in 
relation  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  canteens. 

&ENERAL 


Many  other  duties  are  carried  out  by  the  Department  , such  as 
investigation  of  smell,  noise,  smoke  and  fly  nuisances,  which  all  add 
to  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Department, 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  fellow  officials  in  all  Departments,  and 
members  of  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  for  their  loyal 
support  and  co-operation. 


CLEJ.CENT  VUILLARD. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Stour  Cottage, 

20,  Barrack  Road, 

Christchurch, 

Hants, 


July,  1271. 
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T A B L E 
SU^MAPiY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses 

Housing  revisits 9^ 

Animal  Keeping  9 

Accumulstj  ons  and  deposits lo^ 

Smell  nuisances bl 

Clean  Air  Act 76 

Noise  Abatement  Act 1'J9 

Infectious  diseases  . . 8 

Disinfection  4 

Filthy  premises  etc 19 

Disinfestation 15 

Caravans  (individual) 76 

Camps 77 

Water  supply 11 

Drainage 139 

Closet  accommodation  18 

Public  conveniences  9 

Dustbins 78 

PLefuse  collection 31 

Refuse  disposal 66 

Places  of  public  entertainment 6 

Schools  26 

Swimming  baths  Ill 

Ponds,  ditches,  streams  45 

Foreshore 28 

Other  complaints 2u 

Septic  tanks 56 

Cess  pools 6 

Bucket  latrines 1 

Soil  vents  and  plumbing  27 

Housing  Acts. 

Houses  76 

Housing  revisits I77 

Overcrowding  4 

Housing  applications  9 

Improvement  Grants  ......  766 

Standard  Grants 16 

Qualification  Certificates  447 

Clearance  area 4 

Factories  Act. 

Fsctories  with  power 

Factories  without  power  .....  2 

Outworkers  !!!!!  9 

Workplaces  1 
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TABLE  1 

(Continued ) 

Pests  and  Animals 

Rats  and  mice 5284 

Other  pests 112 

Pet  animals  Act 64 

Food  and  Druft-s  Act 

Catering ’ 128 

Bakehouses I9 

Pood  factories 2 

School  canteens  ' 11 

Bakers  shops  I5 

Butchers  shops  60 

Grocers  shops  108 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  

Fishmongers 17 

Fish-friers I5 

Ice-cream 40 

Sweet  shops 71 

Milk  Shops,  dairies I4 

Licensed  premises _ 50 

Pood  vehicles * 29 

Food  stalls  and  kiosks 5 

Pood  poisoning 5 

Pood  inspections 54 

Pood  complaints 56 

Sampling 28 

Wholesale  Premises  ........  10 

Food  and  Drugs' Act  General  7 

Offices,  Sho'ps  and  Railv/ay  Premises  Act. 

Offices 105 

Retail  shops • 156 

Wholesale  and  warehouses  14 

Catering  and  canteens  55 

Miscellane ous 

Searches ^^1 

Interviews 15 

Court  10 

Committees  5 

Exhibition  4 

Unclassified  visits  • 64 
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TAB  L E 2 


During  the  year  complaints  were  received  os  detailed  below: - 


Unsound  food  « 

Dampness  

Dustbins 
Fleas  and  bugs 

Nuisance  from  noise  • . • . 

Drains  

Insects  and  wasps  

Cockroaches  

Nuisance  from  animals,  birds 
Nuisance  from  smoke  and  fumes 
Housing  conditions  • . • . . 

Housing  enquires  

Accumulations  . . 

Stream  pollution  ...... 

Defective  roof  ....... 

Overcrowding  

Smells  . , 

Insanitary  conditions  . . . 

General  defects  

Defective  windows  

Rats  and  mice . 

Miscellaneous  . . 


57 

9 

68 

14 

19 
14 
74 
21 
12 

20 
12 
64 
22 

1 

9 

1 

22 

10 

7 

5 

606 

17 


Tests,  Samples  and  Specimens  taken 


Ice  cream  .•.••••••••••  ••••  60 

Sea  Water  •••••••••••••••  ••  5 

River  Water  5 

Swimming  Baths Ill 

Food  4 

Faecal  Specimens 4 
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NTOiBER  OP  NOTICES  SERVED 


Table  4 shows  the  action  taken  to  secure  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of 
conditions  prejudicial  to  health. 


TABLE  3 


NOTICES 

OUTSTAKDING 

31.12.71 

NUMBER 

SERVED 

COMPLIED 

WITH 

WORK  DONE  IN 
DEFAULT  BY 

L.A. 

OUTSTAHDBTG 

31.12.72 

Informal 

522 

197 

225 

- 

296 

Statutory 

9 

16 

12 

- 

13 

TOTALS 

331 

213 

235 

309 

SUMMARY  OF  STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

Section  4 Prevention  of..  Damage  .by  Pests  Act  1949  • • 4 

Section  I7  (l)  Housing  Act  1957  1 

Section  I6  Housing  Act  1957  1 

Section  9 Housing  Act  1957  . .10 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 « 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  TI-IE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1972  FOR 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  1 of  the  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 


PREMISES 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,2,5»4» 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities, 

(2)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 

(5)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers * premi se  s ) , 


TOTAL; 


No,  on 
Register 


N U M.'B  E R 


Inspections 


Written 

Notices 


123 


50 


127 


52 


0 F 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  POUIiD 


PARTICULARS : 

■ .1  .1  > .a,  1 ,,1— 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

^ a 

Referred 

0 g 

B 0 

Pi  p 

H- 

0 

P 

j By  H.M. 

1 Inspector. 

To  H.M. 

Inspector, 

■! 

lo.  of  cases  in 
^hich  prosecutions 
rexe  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 1 

« 

Overcrowding  (S.2,) 

— — 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

- - 

- ~ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

- - 

— — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) 

. 

Sanitary  conveniences  (s.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

T ~ 

2 1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork), 

TOTAL: 

3 2 

t 

1 

- ^ 
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